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universally bestowed (and It must be said, also cheapened" and vulgarized).   But the catchwords of Idealism have been almost banished from any reasoned exposition of policy, which is meant to convince,, not to irritate.
The State is thus brought down to earth, and deals its task, in the most primitive, problems (food and wage, and ^ *? ttiie health and education) by the most artificial and complex problems. methods. That is the chief work of our age. It would bo unfair to assert that the State as such has therefore no moral function, no ideal aim. Men have decided that Its main duty Is to make conditions and environment everywhere fit for the development of the human plants. It is foolish, as we know, to talk of liberty of contract and independent bargain between an employer who does not much care if lie keeps his mill or mine open, and the workman who must accept his terms or starve. It is absurd to talk of an open career and freedom of opportunity for children brought up in the surroundings of the slums. Reformers are united in belief that physical Supposed health must precede spiritual advance. It Is a mistake to suppose that the Socialist must needs be a materialist; lie Is exposing the wicked and complacent fallacies ofmont-those who claim credit for giving vote-freedom, while they take good care not to Interfere with wage-slavery. It Is this seeming hypocrisy which has brought the venerable Liberal movement into contempt, and led to reversal of all its favourite methods, to disbelief in all its favourite axioms. Socialism Is not a wild leap in the dark after all; It is rather a reaction to a form of tutelage, against which the old-fashioned physiocrat and Liberal could not have found adequate language.
What has been the motive for this incessant activity state-of the  State?    Not the claim, of abstract justice, or^g^ed
& rights of man/ or freedom of the Individual; but firston busi-<=>                       >                                                                                 ^  ness
and foremost, the proper use of human and economic grounds. material.   The real cause of social reform is no doubt, to
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